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should have bound herself hand and foot to Russia isrs.
before the proceedings began.

The comedy broadened into  a farce when it The secret
Jbeeame   known    that   the   British   Government
*had   also   concluded   a   Secret  Treaty with  th
Porte.     By  this   agreement England   undertook june 4.
to defend the Asiatic possessions of Turkey by
force  of arms, and Turkey for her part  under-
took   to   introduce   in   Asia   Minor,   Armenia,
and Syria such improvements as England might
consider   essential      This   country   thus   under-
took a special responsibility, shared by no other
Power, for the welfare of the Armenian Christians.
Meanwhile, so long as Russia retained Ardahan,
Kars,  and  Batoum,  the   island   of   Cyprus was
assigned to  Great Britain, who would administer
it for the Sultan, and pay him an annual tribute.
This was not a very dignified position for the Queen
of England, Empress of India;  and when Lord
Beaconsfield described Cyprus as " a strong place of
arms/' he forgot that it could only be employed in
a war for Turkey, or a war in which Turkey was
our ally.    The people who really profited by the
transaction were the Cypriots, and their delight at
this change of masters was natural    They received
with  enthusiasm the   British   Commissioner,  Sir
Garnet Wolseley, and their new garrison of Indian
troops.    The only other topic of importance raised
at the Congress was the claim of Greece to an
enlargement of her boundaries by the inclusion
of Thessaly and Epirus.     The  Greek  case was
ably supported   by the  French   Plenipotentiary,
M. Waddington, and by the representative of Italy,
Count Corti.     But  Greece had made a mistake Neglect of
when she did not follow the example of Servia, claims.
Montenegro,   and   Roumanla   by   declaring   war
against Turkey.    Although the proposed rectifica-
tion of territory met with the approval of Austria